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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To use a limited number of group addresses and to effectively and 
flexibly attain multi-cast communication by assigning and releasing the 
group addresses to/from a terminal equipment group corresponding to a 
network management device. 

CONSTITUTION: A center terminal equipment 2a or 2b gives a request of 
assignment of a group address to a network management device 4 when the 
necessity of broadcasting the same content to plural loudspeaker terminal 
equipments along loudspeaker terminal equipments 3a-3d takes place. The 
network management device 4 receiving the request assigns the group address 
not assigned yet to the loudspeaker terminal equipment group. Thus, a 
logical communication path is set with the loudspeaker terminal equipment 
group to attain broadcast. When the broadcast is finished, the release of 
assigned group address is requested from the center terminal equipment 2a 
or 2b to the network management device 4 and the group address set to the 
loudspeaker terminal equipment group is invalidated and released. Thus, the 
group address is assigned to desired terminal equipments 3a-3d as 
necessary, only in response to the request from the center terminal 
equipments 2a, 2b. 
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